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Father Guignos replied, “You know not the Black gowns; it
is not their custom to fight and to steep their hands in blood.
They follow the army solely for the purpose of helping the sick
and ministering to the dying.”

The dispute would have lasted longer had not the young
men—wiser in this than the elders—imposed silence on them.
“Be silent, old babblers,” they said to them: “Are not the
French sufficiently in trouble and is it proper for you to add
affliction to affliction 2> These words put a stop to the invectives
for a while; but as soon as Father Guignos began to read his
breviary, the rubrics printed in red ink caused a fresh quarrel
about nothing to break out. “Those drops of blood,” they said
to one another, “warn us to be on our guard against this dan-
gerous man.” To appease those suspicious minds, the Father
closed his book for some days and we had an interval of peace.

Seven days after this first upbraiding, a chief delivered a
harangue in favor of the Father and said: “Of what are you
thinking, my brothers, and why should you forbid the Black
gown from saying his accustomed prayers? Know you not that
amongst all the nations these Fathers have full liberty to pray
in their own manner?” This speech was applauded and the
Father obtained permission to read his red-lettered book in
public. .

On the same day, Ouiskouba returned from hunting and
spoke to us as follows: “My father the Black gown, and thou
my father, the French chief, I have just learned that you have
been put in my cabin and that I have been declared the arbiter
of your fate to repay me for the loss of my wife and children
whom the French, acting with the Illinois, have just taken from
me. Fear not; my heart is good. Our father Ononthio," whom
I saw two years lago, gave me wisdom. Ilis arm governs my

1The Indian title for the governor of Canada, later extended to all
governors, and also to the king. This savage had evidently been down
to Montreal on one of the yearly expeditions. For a description of
these gatherings see Parkman, Old Régime in Canada (Boston, 1874),
pp. 303, 304.—EDb.
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